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ABOUT THE BOOK

In the study of Benjamin Franklins life, one travels through a historical period in which the prosperous
colonies of a mighty empire grow in anger from discontent to empowerment, finally rising in arms. Then
from the ashes of war, there rose our nation. So surely, an equally acceptable title for this authoritative
biography could have replaced An, with The. To attempt to tell the tale of Americas beginnings without
speaking at length of Ben Franklin would be as great a folly as to attempt to tell Franklins life story without
mentioning America: both are simply intertwined.

In this biography of Franklin not the first, but perhaps the finest Walter Isaacson comes tantalizingly close to
laying out the whole tapestry of the mans life, all while laying it down atop the tableau of the times. This is
no easy feat. At just shy of 500 pages, Isaacsons book is no mere primerbut that shouldnt scare off the more
casual reader.

MEET THE AUTHOR

Steven John is a writer living and working in Los Angeles, by way of Washington DC, originally. His first
novel will hit shelves on 3/27/12 and when not working on books, he fills his time with various freelance
writing work, hiking, mumbling at his pets and thinking up more interesting activities he can tell his wife he
has been involved with.

EXCERPT FROM THE BOOK

As this is, of course, a biography of a mans life, it follows that Walter Isaacson has chosen to tell that lifes
story chronologically. Fortunately for his reader, though, he opens the book with a few intriguing insights
into Benjamin Franklins character:

He was, during his eighty-four-year-long life, Americas best scientist, inventor, diplomat, writer, and
business strategist and he was also one of its most practical, though not most profound political thinkers....the
most interesting thing that Franklin invented, and continued to reinvent, was himself.

And just then, when we want to know moreto know it allIsaacson takes us back; takes us away to a land
across the ocean. In so doing he lays down the framework upon which B. Franklin would live his life and
offers us a much greater understanding of our subject.

Isaacson takes us to the 16th Century, the earliest point in time when a direct ancestor of Benjamin Franklin
can be found (largely due to the fact that before such time, the surname Franklin did not even exist). The
author explains, in a quick primer, the changing nature of the populace in Western Europe in this
Renaissance-cum-Elizabethan era, as commoners and peasants began to emerge from the veil of feudalism in
England, as the merchant class arose and as, slowly, merit began to surpass bloodline in dictating ones
future. This change would not come into fruition until the founding of the American state, and is arguably a
line of thinking that strongly informs much of the American identity to this day.
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Strickland:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Quicklet - Walter Isaacson's Benjamin
Franklin: An American Life will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you
can know about everything. But some of you think this open or reading any book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or ideal
book with you?

Tammy Medina:

The book Quicklet - Walter Isaacson's Benjamin Franklin: An American Life can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing
like a book Quicklet - Walter Isaacson's Benjamin Franklin: An American Life? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable.
Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give
for each other; you can share all of these. Book Quicklet - Walter Isaacson's Benjamin Franklin: An
American Life has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Mamie Crossett:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for all of us. The book Quicklet - Walter Isaacson's Benjamin
Franklin: An American Life has been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can
take more information. It is very advantages for you. The guide Quicklet - Walter Isaacson's Benjamin
Franklin: An American Life is not only giving you far more new information but also for being your friend
when you sense bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship
together with the book Quicklet - Walter Isaacson's Benjamin Franklin: An American Life. You never sense
lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Michael Mantz:

Quicklet - Walter Isaacson's Benjamin Franklin: An American Life can be one of your starter books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Quicklet - Walter
Isaacson's Benjamin Franklin: An American Life but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the
hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great



information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.
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