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A son of poor Jamaican immigrants who grew up in Depression-era Harlem, Harry Belafonte became the
first black performer to gain artistic control over the representation of African Americans in commercial
television and film. Forging connections with an astonishing array of consequential players on the American
scene in the decades following World War II—from Paul Robeson to Ed Sullivan, John Kennedy to Stokely
Carmichael—Belafonte established his place in American culture as a hugely popular singer, matinee idol,
internationalist, and champion of civil rights, black pride, and black power.

In Becoming Belafonte, Judith E. Smith presents the first full-length interpretive study of this multitalented
artist. She sets Belafonte's compelling story within a history of American race relations, black theater and
film history, McCarthy-era hysteria, and the challenges of introducing multifaceted black culture in a
moment of expanding media possibilities and constrained political expression. Smith traces Belafonte's roots
in the radical politics of the 1940s, his careful negotiation of the complex challenges of the Cold War 1950s,
and his full flowering as a civil rights advocate and internationally acclaimed performer in the 1960s. In
Smith's account, Belafonte emerges as a relentless activist, a questing intellectual, and a tireless organizer.
From his first national successes as a singer of Calypso-inflected songs to the dedication he brought to
producing challenging material on television and film regardless of its commercial potential, Belafonte
stands as a singular figure in American cultural history—a performer who never shied away from the
dangerous crossroads where art and politics meet.
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From reader reviews:

William Marquis:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult
problem or exercise. Well, probably you will require this Becoming Belafonte: Black Artist, Public Radical
(Discovering America).

Michael Durkin:

This Becoming Belafonte: Black Artist, Public Radical (Discovering America) book is simply not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is
usually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you
read a lot of information you will get. This specific Becoming Belafonte: Black Artist, Public Radical
(Discovering America) without we comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in pondering
and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Becoming Belafonte: Black Artist, Public Radical (Discovering
America) can bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full because
you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This Becoming Belafonte: Black Artist, Public Radical
(Discovering America) having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Catherine Nelson:

The publication untitled Becoming Belafonte: Black Artist, Public Radical (Discovering America) is the
guide that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown
to you actually. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, hence the information that
they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Becoming
Belafonte: Black Artist, Public Radical (Discovering America) from the publisher to make you much more
enjoy free time.

Dorcas Rogers:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This book Becoming Belafonte: Black Artist, Public Radical (Discovering
America) was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big advantage of a



book, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you
wanted.
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