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Jean-Jacques Rousseau's ideas about society, culture and government are pivotal in the history of political
thought. His works are as controversial as they are relevant today. This volume brings together three of
Rousseau's most important political writings - "The Social Contract" and "The First Discourse (Discourse on
the Sciences and Arts)" and "The Second Discourse (Discourse on the Origin and Foundations of
Inequality)" - and presents essays by major scholars that shed light on the dimensions and implications of
these texts. Susan Dunn's introductory essay underlines the unity of Rousseau's political thought and explains
why his ideas influenced Jacobin revolutionaries in France but repelled American revolutionaries across the
ocean. Gita May's essay discusses Rousseau as cultural critic. Robert Bellah explores Rousseau's attempt to
resolve the tension between the individual's desire for freedom and the obligations that society imposes.
David Bromwich analyzes Rousseau as a psychologist of the human self. And Conor Cruise O'Brien takes on
the "noxious", "deranged" Rousseau, excoriated by Edmund Burke but admired by Robespierre and Thomas
Jefferson. Written from different, even opposing perspectives, these essays should convey a sense of the vital
and contentious debate surrounding Rousseau and his legacy. For this edition Susan Dunn has provided a
new translation of the "Discourse on the Sciences and Arts" and has revised a previously published
translation of "The Social Contract".
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From reader reviews:

Margherita Pettit:

The book The Social Contract and The First and Second Discourses can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a book The Social
Contract and The First and Second Discourses? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book. But
one aim that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your
book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of these.
Book The Social Contract and The First and Second Discourses has simple shape but the truth is know: it has
great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it
is very wonderful.

Brandon Inouye:

This The Social Contract and The First and Second Discourses book is simply not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually information
inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of
information you will get. This kind of The Social Contract and The First and Second Discourses without we
comprehend teach the one who reading it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry
The Social Contract and The First and Second Discourses can bring once you are and not make your carrier
space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone.
This The Social Contract and The First and Second Discourses having very good arrangement in word along
with layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Betty Bobbitt:

This book untitled The Social Contract and The First and Second Discourses to be one of several books that
best seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will
easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher on this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart
phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

Donna Cauley:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news. In
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in
search of the The Social Contract and The First and Second Discourses when you essential it?
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