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The invention of coinage in ancient Greece provided an arenaiin which rival political groups struggled to
imprint their views on the world. Here Leslie Kurke analyzes the ideol ogical functions of Greek coinage as
one of anumber of symbolic practices that arise for the first timein the archaic period. By linking the
imagery of metals and coinage to stories about oracles, prostitutes, Eastern tyrants, counterfeiting, retail
trade, and games, she traces the rising egalitarian ideology of the polis, as well as the ongoing resistance of
an dlitist tradition to that development. The argument thus aims to contribute to a Greek "history of
ideologies," to chart the ways ideological contestation works through concrete discourses and practices long
before the emergence of explicit political theory.

To an €litist sensibility, the use of almost pure silver stamped with the state's emblem was a suspicious
aternative to the para-political order of gift exchange. It ultimately represented the undesirable
encroachment of the public sphere of the egalitarian polis. Kurke re-creates a"language of metals' by
analyzing the stories and practices associated with coinage in texts ranging from Herodotus and archaic
poetry to Aristotle and Attic inscriptions. She shows that awide variety of imagery and terms fall into two
opposing symbolic domains: the city, representing egalitarian order, and the elite symposium, akind of anti-
city. Exploring the tensions between these domains, Kurke excavates a neglected portion of the Greek
cultura "imaginary"” in all its specificity and strangeness.
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From reader reviews:
Michelle Saunders:

What do you concentrate on book? It isjust for students as they are till students or the ideafor all peoplein
the world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
desire do that. Y ou must know how great and also important the book Coins, Bodies, Games, and Gold. All
type of book could you see on many sources. Y ou can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Richard Mills:

Book isto be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
Asyou may know that book is very important for people. The book Coins, Bodies, Games, and Gold seemed
to be making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The book Coins, Bodies, Games, and Gold is not only giving you more new information
but also being your friend when you experience bored. Y ou can spend your own spend time to read your
guide. Try to make relationship using the book Coins, Bodies, Games, and Gold. Y ou never feel lose out for
everything should you read some books.

Daniel Young:

Isit you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Coins, Bodies, Games, and
Gold can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. Y ou are therefore out of date, spending your
extratime by reading in this fresh erais common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?

Mattie Priest:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get
a half regions of the book. Y ou can choose the book Coins, Bodies, Games, and Gold to make your personal
reading isinteresting. Y our own personal skill of reading talent is developing when you like reading. Try to
choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the feeling about book and reading
especialy. Itisto beinitial opinion for you to like to open up abook and examine it. Beside that the e-book
Coins, Bodies, Games, and Gold can to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse
with the information must you're doing of these time.
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